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Spotlight on Success 

Jennifer Chandler, a member of 
Shelby County Schools’ 
Performance Improvement 
Team (PIT Crew) and former 
Master Teacher, had the 
opportunity to attend this year’s 
national Elevating and 
Celebrating Effective Teaching 
and Teachers (ECET2) 
conference and connect with 
colleagues from across the U.S.  
 
“The atmosphere was 
empowering, electric, inviting 
and nurturing,” said Chandler. 
“We were not like-minded 
people just talking about how 
it's great to be a teacher. We 
actually participated in 
conversations where we pushed 
one another's practice, 
challenged mindsets, argued 
about Common Core, engaged 
in debates with people from the 
Gates Foundation about 
education reform, and shared 
ideas to grow our own 
leadership skills.” Way to go 
Jennifer!  

 

 
Academically productive talk, or Accountable Talk practices, 
is talk in which students exert effort to explain their thinking. 
Thinking should be supported with evidence and students are 
listening and responding constructively to others’ ideas. 
Through the use of accountable talk, students progress in 
solving a challenging problem, interpreting a text, or 
conducting an investigation. Accountable talk is talk that 
promotes student learning. 
                                        ~University of Pittsburgh 2013 

• Builds thinking skills and allows students to construct 
their own meanings 

• Increase feelings of self –efficacy, comfort and success 
• Increase student engagement 
• Reduces behaviors that interfere with student learning 
• Contributes to an environment of constructive risk 

taking 
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                                 Range of Variations 

Essential 
Features 

Teacher directs all 
decisions about 
Accountable Talk (AT) 

Teacher models and 
scaffolds how to select 
appropriate prompts 

Students work without 
scaffolds in whole 
group, small groups, or 
without partners 

Learners hold each 
other accountable for 

understanding. 

Teacher asks whole class, 
small groups, or partners 
for evidence that relates 
to content. 
Teacher selects AT 
stems. 

From modeling, students 
ask for evidence that 
relates to content and 
make some decisions 
about the selection of 
appropriate AT stems. 

Students ask for 
evidence that relates to 
content in any context 
and select appropriate 
AT stems. 

Possible Prompts:  
Focus Questions and 

Response Stems 

What evidence do you have to support that?  Clarify what you mean by_____? 
Based on my evidence, I think ______.  How could you prove that? 
Where did you find that evidence?    What is your line of evidence?   

Learners link or 
expand their talk to 

what others say. 

Teacher uses appropriate 
AT stems to link or 
expand on students’ 
statements or ask 
individuals or groups to 
expand on a student’s 
statement. 
 

From modeling students 
use AT stems to link or 
expand on students’ 
statements –showing they 
can apply stems in the 
appropriate place. 

Students select AT 
stems to link or expand 
on another student’s 
statement showing 
they listened, 
understood, and can 
build on knowledge. 

Possible Prompts:  
Focus Questions and 

Response Stems 

I want to add to what _____ said ______.    An example of _____ is _________. 
The relationship between ______  and ______ is ________. 
Your evidence is the same/different because ________. 
How can you apply what you know about ______ to this new situation? 
 

 

Essential Features of Evidence Based Accountable Talk 
Moving from Teacher Control to Student Centered 

TEM 4.0 
Connections 

•  Teach 1:Students can explain or demonstrate what they are learning. 

•  Teach 2:Students make independent connections. 

•  Teach 3:Students are engaged in accountable talk with peers. 

•  Teach 4:Teacher allows all students to practice, apply and demonstrate 
content mastery through discussion. 

•  Teach 5:Teacher allows students to generate their own questions. 
•  Teach 6:Students offer specific and relevant feedback to each other. 

•  Teach 7:Students are almost never disengaged or left without anything 
meaningful to do. 

TEM CONNECTIONS 
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